Running head: MEDIA INTERPRETATION OF ISLAM IN THE WEST

MEDIA INTERPRETATION OF ISLAM IN THE WEST                                                            2

Media Interpretation of Islam in the West
Student’s Name

Institutional Affiliation

Media Interpretation of Islam in the West

There is an existing obsession in the media and academic on the relation of the West and Islam. Islam have been negatively portrayed by the international media whereby Islam is described as a violent religion. The Muslims have also been described as terrorist, fanatics, extremist or bigoted and as a threat to the Western culture. Most of the information on Muslims and Islam covered in the media is commonly about the war in Islamic nations and little concerning various developments among these nations. A few Islamic nations that are involved in terrorism are used to describe the entire Arabic nations and Muslim which has resulted into Islamophobia. Therefore, information displayed by media in the West concerning Islam is mostly prejudiced because stereotypes and misconceptions on Islam developed in the West. Islamic teachings do not encourage violence and terrorism but it encourages peace.
Stereotypes on Islam religion are not a new concept in the West, these misconceptions can be traced back to period Christians and Islam were vying to control Jerusalem which caused the idea on Islam being a violent religion. In addition, the frequent chaos in Middle East Islamic countries is commonly reported in the media which creates a negative impression on war in Islam is normally used to describe this religion. However, a few individuals who indulge in war and terrorism are used to describe the entire religion as violent which is contrary to the majority of Muslims and Islamic teaching (Ahmed & Matthes, 2017). Over the past few decades, the news has been based on what the individuals want to hear rather than what is accurate or the inside truth in a particular event. As a result, the media started labeling religion as either good or violent, but this judgment is greatly biased and flawed since only a few negative aspects are used to describe the entire religion.
For instance, 9/11 bombing incident in New York by Taliban extremists, was used by the media to describe Islam as a violent religion. According to Yusof et al. (2013), this generalization of all Muslims as violent individuals always plotting to attack the West by media in the West people is outrageous and false. These allegations have negatively impacted the lives of Muslim individuals in the west since they are normally seen as a threat even when they are innocent. Islam is a highly followed religion in other countries including the Middle East nations. Any information involving Islam is enough to divert the press attention from other important stories. Additionally, the media has portrayed Islam in a specific emotional setting which presents the chaos in Islamic nations as the primary connection between the Islamic nation in the Middle East and the West whereby other positive developments in these nations are not given much attention as the terrorist groups.
These few terrorist groups in Islamic nations have escalated the negative impression people have toward Islam most6 especially non-Muslims. Individuals who know little about Islamic religion will easily believe what the media reports. Ignorance in the Western media is responsible for the bad image on Islam as well as the FBI investigations on terrorists’ groups in Islamic nations. An example is Osama bin Laden who was the leader of Al-Qaeda a terrorist group who had an issue with United States Army in his home country. As a result, Osama declared that it was the responsibility of every Muslim to execute Americans, their military and allies in their home countries. Such declarations are taken by the Western press and reported worldwide, in which the public responds with great anger (Poorebrahim & Reza Zarei, 2013). The public will view Islam as to blame for such remarks without contemplating on the fact that some individuals may misinterpret the scriptures to suit their own selfish interest as well as convince others in joining their violent groups.
Western reports in Islamic nations have little understanding of Muslim culture hence information reported may be incorrect and biased. Islam is poorly represented in the media agencies in the Western world and there only a few agencies in Islam nations. History has shown that Islam is not a violent religion, for instance, the Mongols who invade Iran, Europe and were converted into Muslims in Egypt. Muslims are also taught to treat other religion with respect not with cruelty (Alghamdi, 2015). Bias in media description of Islam is seen when a Christian engages in terrorist attacks, the press does not sensitize on all Christians as violent. Nevertheless, if a Muslim is involved in such attacks, the media portrays all Muslims and Arabs as terrorists.

According to Ahmed & Matthes (2017), images and videos of Muslims being portrayed as terrorists and murderers circulate in social media. To a point in which Western movies also display Islamic nations as violent and are constantly at war also, video games on this issue have also been developed. In addition, the media does not report about peaceful cohabitation between Christians and Muslims, peaceful teaching of Islam religion, Muslims who try to live a holy life, jihad against mortal sin or Muslims points of view on various terrorist activities of a few members or the image circulating throughout the media. Islam still remains antithetical in the Western nations and the media does not help in informing people on the true meaning of Islamic religion.
In conclusion, Islam has been negatively portrayed by the media for the longest time, despite the fact it is a peaceful religion that does not condone violence. This has seen many people describing all Muslims as barbaric which has created Islamophobia. Few individuals who do not follow Islamic teachings and misinterpret the scripture are among the reasons. Unsuspecting civilians easily believe the negative image of Islam portrayed by the press. Furthermore, western media depends on a few experts on Islam religion and lacks diversified sources of information to clearly describe what Islam teaching stand for.
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